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A Service of Lessons and Carols 

You are invited to attend the Chancel Choir of First United Methodist Church  presentation of              

A  Service of Lessons and Carols.  Listen to the Christmas story read from Scripture and sing along   

with the old familiar carols.  The tradition of Lessons and Carols originated as an Order of Worship for 

a Christmas Eve service in 1880 by Edward White Benson, who later became the Archbishop of             

Canterbury.  Later, King’s College in Cambridge adopted the Lessons and Carols for their Christmas Eve services. 

 Please join us at the 8:45 or 11:00 service this Sunday for this exciting worship experience.  

There will not be a 7:30 service. 

 

           The Chancel Choir          The Instrumentalists 

Natalie Ahmad   Marshall Hoel   Mike Pinson     Suzanne Berndt, Piano Organ 

Marie Banzon   Mike Hoel   Tom Powell  Mike Berndt, Flute 

Russell Banzon   Michelle Holmes  Starla Pratt  Dick Thomas, Congas 

Suzanne Berndt   Deana Honchul   Alex Ramirez  Janet Nelson, Flute 

Stephanie Cook   Meshalle Kimble  Alice Schlessiger  Martha Surface, Organ 

Amanda Eddy   Amy Klein   Debbie Smith  Richard Surface, Director of Music 

Genevieve Fink   Tawni Lay   Martha Surface 

Jennifer Frierson  David McCullough  Margaret Swartz 

Julie Hagey   Nancy McCullough  Phil Swartz 

Lora Hansen   Amber Moon   Dick Thomas 

Anne Hoel   Mark Nelson 

Grace Hoel   Mike Nelson 
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Kielbasa and Kraut for the Soul       December 7. 2011 
  

    Some days at the office do not go as planned.  Sometimes the things I try to do just do not come to 

fruition.  I arrive at the office, excited about the possibilities for the day, greet the great staff, and 

then go to my very nice office that the church provides for the pastor.  And that is when it happens.  

The door is locked. I get my key to unlock the door.  It does not work.  The door will not unlock.  I look 

at the key.  It is a fine key as far as keys go, but it will not do what I want it do.  It is not the key’s 

fault – I am trying to open the office door with key to the front door of my house.  (FYI – the remote 

key that unlocks my car does not work on the office door either).  Simply put, the house key does not 

fit the office door, because it is not designed to fit the office door. 

    Sometimes, we try to make things work in a context that they just can’t work.  For example, many of 

the things that we did in the historic downtown church and/or the south campus don’t fit in our magnif-

icent new facility.   They are fine ideas and even “traditions” are far as ideas go, but they were de-

signed to work in their specific context. 

    Another example is to remember that just because things work in the outside world, they may not 

work in the church.  Not every business practice, marketing scheme or leadership principle fitswith the 

mission of the church. (Ouch!)   

    Another and more important example is the way the Church has responded to the problem of suffer-

ing in the world.  In the sanctuary we say, “I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth.”    When we say this we affirm three things: (1) God is loving and just; (2) God is powerful; (3) 

the world that God created and rules is good.  Yet outside the sanctuary we face disease, illness, un-

timely death, starving children, homelessness, bloody wars and genocide.  People ask, “Why?”  Our old 

platitudes of “It must be God’s will” or “There must be some reason that we just can’t see” do not work 

anymore.  I wonder if these platitudes ever worked.   

    Beginning on January 8, 2012, David and I will be preaching a series “Why?  Making Sense of God’s 

Will.”  In this series our goal is to offer you help as you seek to answer for yourself why bad things 

happen.  We will also deal with the difficult issue of unanswered prayer.  The series will conclude on 

January 29th with an uplifting sermon on “Why God’s Love Prevails!”   

         

See you at the place of making sense of God’s will.  

    Pastor Jeff 

Because Walk Through Bethlehem was canceled 

please return costumes to the church office. 

Thanks to all who worked behind the scenes.  You are appreciated. 
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December 7-13 first for  youth   

Questions? Contact Jodi Marfell at youthdirector@fumc-killeen.org / (254)634-6363 

What ’s Next 

December 11 

Sunday School 10:00am 

Progressive Dinner 

5:00pm-7:00pm 

December 18 

White Elephant Party  

5:00pm-6:30pm 

December 25 

No Sunday School 

No Revolution 

January 1 

Sunday School 10:00am 

No Revolution 

           Sunday, December 11th 

      5:00pm-7:00pm 

          The Jr. High and Sr. High youth 

                       will travel to three different 

           houses for an appetizer,                                                                                                          

           entrée, and dessert.  There is 

           no cost for this event.  Contact             

                        Jodi for directions. 
December 18th 

5:00pm-6:30pm 

Mid-Winter Retreat is for Junior & Senior High Youth and is held 

at Glen Lake Camp & Retreat Center in Glen Rose, TX.  Our youth 

group loves this retreat, join us!  The cost is $55 per person and 

includes meals, lodging, t-shirt and all materials for the retreat.  

Scholarships are available and mission dollars can be used on 

this event.  Contact Jodi for a registration form, they are due to 

the church office by Friday, January 6th.  There is a $10 late fee 

for all forms received after January 6th, if there is space available.  

We will leave from the church early Saturday morning, February 

25th and return in the afternoon on Sunday, February 26th.   
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ADVENT 2011 

  Sermon Series:  The Gift That Can’t Be Contained 

DATE:   Dec 18th Fourth Sunday of Advent:      

SCRIPTURE:  Luke 2:1-7 (NLT) 

SERMON TITLE:  The Gift that can’t be Contained:  Yourself 

Memory verse: John 1:14 

 

DATE:   Dec 24th  Christmas Eve 

For 7:30pm & 11:00pm  

SCRIPTURE:  Luke 2:8-14 (CEB) 

SERMON TITLE:  The Gift that can’t be Contained: Nativity  

Memory verse: Isaiah 9:6 

DATE:   Dec 25th  Merry Christmas 

SCRIPTURE:  Romans 1:1-7  (The Message) 

SERMON TITLE:  The Gift that can’t be Contained:  Re-gifting 

 Christmas Eve Schedule: 

5:00   pm      Children’s Service  -   
    A Not So Silent Night 

7:30   pm      Candlelight & Communion 

11:00 pm      Candlelight & Communion 

Christmas Day: 

11:00 am       One Service --  no Sunday School 

Many people start their New Year 
with resolutions such as to lose 
weight, to quit smoking or to pay off 
debt.  Imagine what the people of God could do for the Kingdom 
of God if they were debt-free.  One way to work towards that com-
mon goal with other families is through Dave Ramsey’s Financial 
Peace University, beginning in January 2012.  FPU’s mission is to 
provide biblically based, common-sense education and empower-
ment which gives HOPE to everyone from the financially secure to 
the financially distressed.  The 13-week program weaves biblical 
principles into each two-hour session that includes an entertaining 
lesson on DVD and then active small-group discussion.  There will 
be a FREE Preview on Wednesday, January 4, 2012 at 6 p.m., with 
the class beginning on Wednesday, January 18, 2012, 6-8 p.m.  
Childcare will be provided.  You can learn more and register at 
www.daveramsey.com/fpu.  We can be found on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/fumckilleenfpu.  You can also email fumckil-
leenfpu@gmail.com or call Jackie Steedly-Jones at 254.289.0555 
for more information.  She and Michelle McMinn will co-facilitate 
this exciting, empowering program.  We look forward to seeing 
you on January 4th and as Dave Ramsey says, “If you will live like no 
one else, later you can live like no one else!”   

Call Debra Longley at (254)634-6363 or (254)319-0418 

Email at debra@fumc-killeen.org 

2 year olds through  

kindergarten will have a fantastic lesson on the 

birth of our Savior 

Classrooms located on the second hall of the 

children’s wing 

HAVE YOUR CHILDREN BE A PART OF THE CHILDREN ‘S  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  

JOIN US FOR REHEARSAL ON SUNDAY NIGHTS AT 4:30 PM 

Children’s Christmas 

 Eve Service 

The Not So-Silent Night Service  

for Children and their families 

5pm on Saturday, December 24 

The Disciples II class taught by Chet and Susan Frisch will 
be studying the book entitled The Christmas List by Richard 
Evans.  This study will last two weeks, and we would love 
for any and all to join us.  Guaranteed to help bolster your 
Christmas spirit!! 

In the Neighborhood 

The Friendship Sunday School Class, led by Nina Fowler, spon-
sored Lunch with our Neighbors. The menu included meatballs w/
rice, green bean casserole, and fruit. Chet Frisch led the devotion 
and Jeff Miller and his wife Jannette served communion to       

attendees.  

On Dec. 8th  the Young Adults SS Class will prepare the hot meal 

for Lunch with our Neighbors 

Children’s Sunday School 

Come check out  the continuing story 

of Ms. Bobbins and her Trees.  Each 

week we learn a little more about the 

true meaning of Christmas 

http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu
http://www.facebook.com/fumckilleenfpu
mailto:fumckilleenfpu@gmail.com
mailto:fumckilleenfpu@gmail.com
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Hear Our Prayers 

 

Hospital/ Rehab:  * Carolyn Cartmell *Judy Rimes * Mae Nelson * Diane Vanderland *Estelle Wells * Gaylon Christie  

Concerns:     Jerry Dugger * Namat Waheed * Don Villarejo  * Tom Pierce * Sarah Bergman * Ruth Moore* Beth Gillman* Mar-

garet Cannon *Bobby Terrell * Ron Perry *  Elmer Davis 

 

Do you know of anyone in the hospital, please let us know.  Please call the church office 634-6363. 

          Long Term 
 

Tianna Arber  

John Anz   

Dorothy Billman  

Joanne Black  

Howard Brinton  

Nancy Arnold Carrier 

Mary Jo Cole  

Josh Copeland 

Laura Finley  

Kermit Cosper  

Gayle Dalton  

Melissa Davis  

Steven Delgado  

Seth Dorell 

 Amy Durbin    

Tonya Ellzey  

Alec Franks 

John Garcia  

Paul Gililland  

 Doug Gilbert 

Shirley Greathouse 

Barabara Ann Hall 

 Jim Hansen  

Jamie Hegg  

Cindy Hoyt 

 Betty Janney  

Wendy Kimbley  

Linda Loeweb 

    Senior Saints 

HOME CARE  

 Paul  & Yvonne  Davis  

 Edith Gilmore  

 Dorothy Gottcher 

 Irmgard Hill   

 Mae Nelson 

 Gene Rogers  

 

ASSISTED LIVING / NURSING HOME  

Shirley Anderson  

Gussie Ashurst  

Vivian Hathaway  

 Carolyn Holt  

 Dorothy Levy  

Ray Lott 

Jean Ray   

Marialyce Taylor  

Elsie Tolliver  

Estelle Wells  

Hazel Whitley 

 

 

Health & Healing 
 

Dot Ashworth 

Bageris Family 

Katie Bedsole 

Micky Boettger 

Ione Bristow    

Alison Cartmell 

Travis Chandler 

Chet Frisch  

Barry Dahlquist   

Elmer Davis  

Pat Dunn 

Becky Johnson 

Erin Johnson  

Buford Moyers     

Loretta Mask  

James McMinn 

Erin Roberts  

Tommy Schroeder   

Virginia Lichten-
berger  

Pat Scott  

Cathy Martin 

Larry Mares 

Bob Mixon  

Davis Wood      

Sheora Nell 

Mae Nelson 

Nancy Reagey, 

Dawn Rhodes 

Vivian Marschik  

Loretta Mask  

Dennis McQueen 

Boni Mequi  

Kelly Pack Powell  

Leonard Radde  

Jim Underwood  

Zach  & Amelia Hope     
  Thomas 

Bill Thomas 

       

 

Steven Banks  

Mark Beirich 

 Eric Burleson  

 Kyle Castro 

Chad Carroll   

Michael Childs  

 Paul Crayton   

Scott Dudley 

John Dye  

Chad Fox 

 Kevin Eikenberg  

Douglas Gautier  

Michael Guarhardo   

Brent Homerding  

 Jimmy Jenkins   

 Robert Manning   

Jason  Periatt  

Andrew Redding   

 Robert Webster  

 Bob Sullivan  

  

Darik Stevens  

John & Stacy Sterns 

Dave Welch  

Christopher Will  

 Kevin Teinert   

 Jason Stewart 

 Emmett Williams 

 David Welch 

 John Oravetz 

Brent Hayward  

 

 

 Civilian :  
Chris Bonheim  

 Rick Cayton 

 Wayne Davis  

 Rodney LeLauti  

 Kevin Snyder  

  

SERVING  OUR COUNTRY—M ILITARY  (DEPLOYMENT) 

Mary Skaggs  

Roosevelt Smith 

Lissa Stallings 

Phil Swartz 

Chad Szczepanski  

Patricia Vassaur 

Dolores Whitehead 

Loretta Yim 

KaAha & Kaycee & 

Kylnn Zielke 
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Dec 14 Dec 15 Dec 16 
Wednesday Thursday Friday  

6:30 am 

Prayers for the 

Church 

Noon 

Wednesday  Bible 

Study 

 

6:00 pm 

Trustee Meeting 

7:00 pm 

Chancel Choir 

7:00pm 

Small group 

Comparative Faith  
Study 

 

 

11:30 am 

Lunch with Our 

 Neighbors 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember 

Please turn in your 
Salvation Army     

Angel  Gifts 

or Aldersgate Gift. 

this Sunday 

        3501 E. Elms Road 

Killeen, Texas 76542 

Office: (254) 634-6363 
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Dec 11 Dec 12 Dec 13 Dec 10 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Saturday 

8:45 am 

Lessons & Carols 

10:00 am  

Sunday School 

11:00 am 

Lessons & Carols 

12:15 pm 

Ex. Board Meeting 

Conference Room 

2:00 pm 

Stephen Ministers 

4:30 pm 

Disciple I 

4:30pm 

Children’s Activities 

5:00 pm 

 Youth Revolution 

6:00 pm 

Small group  

leaders 

6:30 am 

Prayer group—IHOP 

9:30 am 

Mary Ruth Circle 

6:00 pm 

Teachings of  

Jesus Bible Study 

6:00pm 

Finance Meeting 

6:00pm 

CDC PK  

Christmas Program 

6:15pm 

Stephen Ministry- 

Supervisory 

7:00 pm 

Praise Team  

Rehearsal 

 

7:30 am 

UMM Breakfast Meeting 

 

7:00pm 

Young Adult Social 

Church 

 

Worship Attendance: 466 

Sunday School 202 

General 32,101 

Restricted 9,680 

Expenses 12,559 

Killeen Food Care Center donation 

for December —  Sweet Potatoes 


